
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD SUMMARY

Monday, March 26, 2001

SENATE

Measures Introduced:

S. 609.  A bill to close loopholes in the firearms laws which allow the unregulated manufacture, assembly,

shipment,  or transportation of firearms or firearm parts, and for other purposes; to the Committee on the

Judiciary. 

Torricelli Pages S 2894-6         

S. 610.  A bill to provide grants to law enforcement agencies to purchase firearms needed to perform law  

   enforcement duties; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Torricelli Page S  2894, S 2896-7

S. 611.  A bill to amend title II of the  Social Security Act to provide that the reduction in social security

benefits which are required in the case of spouses and surviving spouses who are also  receiving certain

Government pensions shall be equal to the amount by which two-thirds of the total amount of the combined

monthly benefit (before reduction) and monthly pension exceeds $1,200, adjusted for inflation; to the

Committee on Finance.

Mikulski Pages S 2894, S 2897-8

S. 619.  A bill to establish a  grant program that provides  incentives for States to enact mandatory

minimum sentences for certain firearm s offenses,  and for other purposes; to the Committee on the

Judiciary.

DeW ine  Pages S 2894, S 2902-4

Measure Reported:   

Special Report entitled “Review of Legislative Activity During the 106th Congress”. (S. Rept. No. 107-6) 

Page S 2894 

Measure Rejected:   

Constitutional Amendm ent--Election Contributions/Expenditures: Comm ittee on the Judiciary was

discharged from  further consideration of S.J. Res. 4, proposing an amendment to the Constitution of

the United States relating to contributions and expenditures intended to affect elections, and by 40 yeas

to 56 nays (Vote No. 47), two-thirds of the Senators voting , a quorum  being present, not having voted  in

the affirmative, Senate failed to pass the resolution.   

Pages S 2853-82 

Campaign Finance Reform : 

Senate resumed consideration of S. 27, to amend the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to provide

bipartisan campaign reform, taking action on the  following amendments proposed thereto:   

Pages S 2845-53, S 2882-90 

Adopted:   

By 51 yeas to 46 nays (Vote No. 48), Wellstone Amendment No. 145, to apply the prohibition on

electioneering communications to  targeted communications of certain tax-exempt organizations.                    

                           Pages S 2845-53, S 2882-4
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2

Withdrawn:   

Fitzgerald Amendm ent No. 144, to provide that limits on contributions to candidates be applied on an

election cycle rather than election basis. 

Pages S 2845, S 2884-85 

Pending:   

Specter Amendment No. 140, to provide findings regarding the current state of campaign finance laws and

to clarify the definition of electioneering communication. 

Page S 2845   

Hagel Amendment No. 146, to provide meaningful campaign finance reform through requiring better

reporting, decreasing the ro le of soft money, and increasing individual contribution limits. 

Pages S 2885-90   

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached providing for further consideration of Hagel Amendment No.

146 (listed above) to the bill, at 9:15 a.m., on Tuesday, March 27, 2001. 

Page S 2918 

Committee Meeting for Tuesday, March 27, 2001:

Committee on the Judiciary:  @ 2:00 p.m., Subcommittee on Technology, Terrorism, and Government

Information, to hold hearings to examine domestic response capabilities for terrorism involving weapons of

mass destruction, SD-226. 

Page D 267

Committee Meeting Scheduled:

Committee on the Judiciary: 4/3/01 @ 10:00 a.m.  To hold hearings to examine online entertainment and

related copyright law.  SD-226.

Committee on the Judiciary: 4/25/01 @ 10:00 a.m.  To hold hearings to examine the legal issues

surrounding faith based solutions.  SD-226.

Committee on the Judiciary: 5/1/01 @ 10:00 a.m.  To hold hearings to examine high technology patents,  

relating to business methods and the internet.  SD-226.

Committee on the Judiciary: 5/8/01 @ 10:00 a.m.  To hold hearings to examine high technology patents,  

relating to  genetics and biotechnology.  

Page E 447 

Remarks:

Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2001.

Wellstone Pages S 2845-53, S 2882-90

 

Administration Decision Regarding the American Bar Association.

“...The White House's decision not to release the nam es of potential judges to the ABA before they are

announced to the public is a tragedy. The nomination process will be severely impaired by President

Bush's decision. With this move, the President has lost the opportunity to learn as much as possible about

nominees early on in the nominations process.   What I fear most and what I believe will happen is that

public con fidence in the jud icial nominations process will fade. [ ]  It is my belief that President Bush's

Remarks (Cont’d.):

 decision signals a retreat from impartiality in the judicial nomination process. No longer will the
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President be troubled with the objective recommendations of the ABA, but will be free to nom inate

whichever candidates pass political muster...”  

Kerry Pages S 2891-2

HOUSE

Bills Introduced:

H.R. 1207.  A bill to remove the Medicare Federal Hospital Insurance Trust Fund from the budget of

the United States Government and to remove Social Security and M edicare from budget pronouncements;

to the Committee on the Budget, and in addition to the Committee on Ways and Means, for a period to be

subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the

jurisdiction of the  committee concerned . 

Bartlett Page H 1121

H.R. 1209.  A bill to amend the Imm igration and Nationality Act to determine whether an alien is a child,

for purposes of classification as an immediate relative, based on the age of the alien on the date the

classification petition with respect to the alien is filed, and for other purposes; to the  Committee on the

Judiciary.

Gekas Page H 1121

Executive Communications:

EC-1341.  A letter from the Marshal of the Court, Supreme Court of the United States, transmitting

the annual report on the cost of the protective function provided  by the  Supreme Court Police to

Justices, official guests and employees of the court; to the Comm ittee on the Judiciary.

EC-1345.  A letter from the Chairman, Federal Election Commission, transmitting 32 recommendations for

legislative action, pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 438(a)(9); jointly to the Committees on House Administration, the

Judiciary, and  Ways and Means.  

Page H 1121

Committee Meeting for Tuesday, March 27, 2001:

Committee on Government Reform, @ 2:30  p.m.  Subcommittee on Criminal Justice, Drug Policy and

Human Resources, hearing on “Medical” Marijuana, Federal Drug Law and the Constitution's Supremacy

Clause, 2154 Rayburn. 

Page D 267

Next SENATE M EETING:    Tuesday, 9:15 a.m., March 27, 2001.

Next HOUSE M EETING:    Tuesday, 12:30 p.m., March 27, 2001.

OLA : S. Smith, J. Homanich


